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Responses to Comment Set A0031 
Pechanga Indian Reservation 
A0031-1 It is acknowledged that traditional lands and cultural resources of concern to the Pechanga 

Band of Luiseño Indians (Pechanga Tribe) would be affected by the LEAPS Project 
Alternatives (LEAPS Transmission-Only Alternative and LEAPS Generation and Transmis-
sion Alternative), and possibly by future system expansions if they are built. It is understood 
that the Pechanga Tribe wishes to continue government-to-government consultation on the 
Proposed Project in accordance with requirements of NEPA, CEQA, and NHPA. As 
stated in Section D.7.7, the BLM (or the USFS in the case of LEAPS), as lead federal 
agency, would initiate or continue Section 106 consultation in the event that the Pro-
posed Project or an alternative is selected for construction. As detailed in the mitigation 
measures, the Tribes would continue to be involved in identification of historic proper-
ties and resolution of adverse effects that would be conducted under a Programmatic 
Agreement once an undertaking has been identified. 

Because resources of concern to the Pechanga Tribe would be affected by only the LEAPS 
Project Alternatives or future expansion projects, the tribe was not originally consulted 
about the Proposed Project. However, when the LEAPS Project Alternatives were iden-
tified as possible alternatives to the Proposed Project, the Pechanga Tribe was included 
by the BLM and CPUC in all consultation related to NEPA and CEQA. Nonetheless, if 
either of the LEAPS Project Alternatives is selected for construction, the existing 
LEAPS and TE/VS Project Final EIS (incorporated by reference; published by the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission as Lead Agency, with U.S. Forest Service as a 
cooperating agency, FERC Project No. 11858, FERC/FEIS-0191F, January 2007) has 
separately and completely satisfied NEPA requirements for the project. The Pechanga 
Tribe’s letter to the FERC, dated April 25, 2006 (and appended to the Tribe’s comments 
on the Sunrise Powerlink Project), documents that the Tribe has participated in the 
NEPA process for the LEAPS and TE/VS Project. In addition, the Section 106 compli-
ance process for the LEAPS and TE/VS Project has already resulted in a draft Pro-
grammatic Agreement between the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (the 
licensing agency, FERC No. 1185-002)) and the SHPO for managing historic properties 
that may be affected by LEAPS. That Agreement, to which the licensees, USFS, BLM, 
U.S. Marine Corps, BIA, and as many as ten Indian Tribes would be concurring par-
ties, allows for continuing consultation with the Tribes during formulation and imple-
mentation of a Historic Properties Management Plan. The transmission and generation 
components of the LEAPS Project Alternatives, as alternatives to the Proposed Sunrise 
Powerlink Project, are unchanged from the Staff Alternative LEAPS and TE/VS Proj-
ect originally considered by the FERC, with the exception that the FERC did not con-
sider a transmission-only project. Other agencies with discretionary authority over the 
LEAPS Project Alternatives may use the Sunrise Powerlink Project EIR/EIS for 
CEQA/NEPA compliance in issuing additional permits or certifications required for 
these alternatives. 

A0031-2 As detailed in Response to Comment A0031-1, above, it is acknowledged that the 
Pechanga Tribe has concerns about the LEAPS Project, should it be selected as the build 
alternative to the Proposed Project. Environmental review of the LEAPS Project has 
been conducted for NEPA, separately, by the FERC, with substantial input from the 
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Pechanga Tribe regarding avoidance or treatment of archaeological resources and Tra-
ditional Cultural Properties. This Final EIR/EIS for the Sunrise Powerlink Project would 
not alter agreements that have been reached between the FERC and the Pechanga Tribe 
regarding treatment of cultural resources for the LEAPS Project. Additionally, the attached 
comment letter to the LEAPS DEIS (P-11858-002) does not address the impact conclusions 
or the mitigation measures of the Sunrise Draft EIR/EIS, therefore no further response is 
necessary. 
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